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An outrageous, apocalyptic odyssey through the American electoral process provides insights and

observations on the 1992 presidential campaign by the author of Generation of Swine. 75,000 first
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Like many another of his kind, Hunter S Thompson has outlived his greatness. When he started out,

he was the most dangerous man in his vocation; now, even the Secret Service considers the guy

harmless. Sad, but true: when he places bizarre calls to the White House switchboard and hollers "I

feel like killing somebody!" in a crowded bar at the Capital Hotel on election night, it's hard to

escape the suspicion that he's no longer doing this for the hell of it, he's doing it to live up to a

character - doing what's expected of him. A well-behaved, sober Hunter Thompson would be more

genuinely subversive than the caricature that slouches through the pages of this shoddy collection

of faxes, scrawled memos, pictures, and a less-than-riveting central narrative that fails to plug us

into the momentum of the campaign, so that the pay-off of the election itself doesn't carry any zing.

But that's not to say it's a bad book. It's simply not an uplifting one - not that Thompson's earlier

works weren't gloriously sordid and deranged, but here there's a lingering sense of waste, of failure,

and it's hard not to see why. HST is a spiritual anarchist not truly at home in any civilized

environment, and the only decade for him was the Sixties. He chronicled the downward spiral of the



next two decades fiercely, but this final decade of the twentieth century seemed impossibly dull and

discouraging to him. "The standard gets lower every year, but the scum keeps rising," writes

Thompson in the defining passage of the book. "A whole new class has seized control in the

nineties. They call themselves 'The New Dumb' and they have no sense of humor. They are smart,

but they have no passion. They are cute, but they have no fun except phone sex and line dancing....
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